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THE REPORT CARD PROJECT
ABOUT THE PUBLIC HEALTH ADVOCACY
INSTITUTE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA [PHAIWA]
Following establishment in 2008, PHAIWA has contributed to
raising the public profile and understanding of public health
in the local government sector through influencing public
health policy and political agendas. The eight priority areas
for PHAIWA include; obesity, Local Government, alcohol,
environment and health, Indigenous health, child health,
gambling and tobacco. Our purpose is to develop, promote
and support public health advocacy in Western Australia. We
aim to translate relevant research and project findings to
policy makers with the purpose of generating change
and action.

BACKGROUND TO THE CHILDREN’S
ENVIRONMENT AND HEALTH REPORT
CARD PROJECT
The Children’s Environment and Health Report Card
Project was developed to illustrate the important role
that Local Government plays in promoting happy and
healthy children and young people. Healthy environments
for childhood have a positive impact and influence on
the future health of children as well as the surrounding
community.
Involving young people in decision making is also an
important strategy. Young people should have the
opportunity to influence decisions that are made about
their community and to express their views.
The Children’s Environment and Health Report Card
Project aims to promote positive environmental change
and integrate children’s environment and health issues and
voices within policies and plans in the Local Government
sector.
The project recognises the strategies that Local
Governments are undertaking in order to improve and
promote child health.
The Western Australian Local Government Association
(WALGA) and Healthway have been partners in this project
since 2012. The 5th edition of the project saw a new
partnership develop with the Commissioner for Children
and Young People Western Australia who individually
sponsored the Children’s Consultation category and The
Cancer Council WA added their support in 2016 sponsoring
the Smoke free Environment and Shade in Public Places
categories.

NUMBER OF SUBMISSIONS
Since the beginning of the project in 2011, 52 Local
Governments (30 regional and 22 metropolitan) have
submitted their policies to be reviewed by a report card.
Over the past six years, 103 submissions have been received
with many local governments submitting over multiple
years. It is estimated that this project has reached 453,229
people aged 0-19 years old.
In 2016, submissions were received from 26 metropolitan
and regional Local Government areas. Participating Local
Governments included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

City of Armadale
Shire of Augusta - Margaret River
City of Bayswater
Shire of Broome
Town of Cambridge
City of Canning
City of Cockburn
Shire of Collie
East Metropolitan Regional Council
Shire of East Pilbara
Shire of Goomalling
City of Gosnells
City of Greater Geraldton
City of Joondalup
Shire of Kalamunda
City of Kalgoorlie - Boulder
City of Kwinana
Shire of Merredin
Shire of Narrogin
City of Perth
City of Rockingham
Shire of Serpentine - Jarrahdale
Town of Victoria Park
Shire of Wagin
City of Wanneroo
Shire of Yalgoo

Kimberley
1

Pilbara
1
Gascoyne
2
Mid West
7

Perth 55
Peel 2
South West 10

2

Goldfields-Esperance
3
Wheatbelt
16
Great Southern
6
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THE WINNERS’ SHOWCASE
CATEGORIES
Local Governments can apply to showcase their
policies across 15 different categories. These include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Aboriginal Child Health
Children’s Consultation
Child Health and Development
Climate Change
Early Literacy
Environments Promoting Physical Activity
Healthy and Safe Food
Injury Prevention
Nature Play
Planning Healthy Communities for Children
Promoting Healthy Behaviours
Road and Active Transport Safety
Shade in Public Places
Smoke free Environments
Young People Making a Difference in Communities

WHY A REPORT CARD?
A report card is an easy way to illustrate how well a
Local Government is doing in relation to developing
and implementing policies that promote the health and
wellbeing of children and young people. Our report is used
to assess policy, evaluate program quality, promote program
improvement and inform and advocate for programs in many
settings including schools, urban planning and
health services.
Applications and supporting documentation are submitted
via Local Government areas to one of the 15 categories of
which they consider their policies are most suitable. The
marking and reviewing process utilises information from each
submission to assess the strategy against:

OVERALL WINNER: City of Cockburn

• Forward planning – how the Local Government planned
within this category specifically targeting children in policy
development or strategic planning (scored out of 5).

OVERALL CATEGORY WINNERS
Aboriginal Child Health:
City of Wanneroo
Children’s Consultation:
City of Kwinana
Child Health and Development:
Shire of Kalamunda
Climate Change:
City of Cockburn
Early Literacy:
Shire of Narrogin
Environments Promoting Physical Activity:
Shire of Wagin
Healthy and Safe Food:
City of Perth

• Proof of implementation – how the plans were implemented
in the community (scored out of 4).

Injury Prevention:
Shire of Yalgoo

• Consultation – was there any consultation within the
community (specifically with children) to determine their
needs and highlight gaps in services (scored out of 2).

Nature Play:
City of Armadale

The marking format is similar to that used of academic
grading in any report card.
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The Winners’ Showcase acknowledges and celebrates
the Local Governments who have embraced and included
children in their decision making processes and have
provided supportive environments for children and
young people. The Showcase presents the details of the
strategies for the winning Local Government of each
category and demonstrates the innovation within their
policies to address the health and wellbeing of children.
These positive outcomes of the Local Government
strategies encourage other Local Governments to integrate
children’s environment and health into their policies.

GRADE

SCORE

A+

11

A

9 – 10

B+

8

B

7

C+

5–6

C

<4

NE

No evidence submitted

REGIONAL AWARD: Shire of Collie

Planning Healthy Communities for Children:
Shire of Collie
Promoting Healthy Behaviours:
City of Cockburn
Road and Active Transport Safety:
Shire of Collie
Shade in Public Places:
City of Cockburn
Smoke free Environments:
City of Perth
Young People Making a Difference in Communities:
City of Canning and City of Rockingham
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ABORIGINAL CHILD HEALTH

CHILDREN’S CONSULTATION

WINNER: City of Wanneroo

WINNER: City of Kwinana

The City’s Reconciliation Action Plan shows commitment to
fostering engagement with its Aboriginal community. Their
extensive consultation with young people is an excellent
strategy to give young people ownership and accountability
for the programs that are implemented.

The City of Kwinana’s Strategic Plan along with their
Corporate Plan and Youth Friendly Communities project
identifies young people’s views of their local community and
the themes which impact their daily lives. Their ideas and
feedback are then used to shape future policies, strategies
and plans for youth initiatives in the City of Kwinana.

To support the Plan, 12 Aboriginal students from Girrawheen
Senior High School attended Jamie’s Ministry of Food workshop
at ECU which taught tips and basic home cooking skills in 90
minute cooking classes over seven weeks.

The City has consulted with young people in a range of ways
including surveys, gathering stories via an online Skate Park
photo competition, community consultations and targeting
specific groups of interest. The Youth Outreach Live Outdoors
(YOLO) program, a mobile outreach service, is a great example
of engaging young people who are difficult to reach and
involving community partners to ensure that young people can
have their say on what happens in their community.

The City also organises guided trail walks on a section
of the Yaberoo Budjara trail to enable learning about the
richly diverse history and culture of the local Aboriginal
people. The walks offer opportunities to discover unique
local plants used for bush food and medicine as well as
learning about the trail’s significance and listening to local
dreamtime stories.
Aboriginal resources titled It’s All About Play and Aboriginal
Story Time are at all City libraries. The City’s Aboriginal
Liaison Officer regularly meets the community to
discuss ways to engage Aboriginal families and increase
attendance at playgroups.

COMMENDABLE: City of Greater Geraldton
The City of Greater Geraldton joined forces with clay artist
Debbie Crothers to present the Polymer Care program
aimed at helping students learn about important life
lessons in an enjoyable and creative environment. Each
student made a polymer clay piece that had relevance to a
life lesson. Kindy and pre-primary students made polymer
clay dogs to accompany an informative session on the
correct way to care for dogs by volunteers from Geraldton
Dog Rescue and a City Ranger.
Older students made their mums a polymer clay heart for
Mother’s Day and transferred their own images of what
makes them happy onto a bead, followed by an inspiring
session on positive feelings and general well-being.
Artist Debbie Crothers
with Mullewa students

COMMENDABLE: Shire of Merredin
The Shire’s commitment
to the wellbeing of its
Indigenous community is
commended. There are
a number of programs
focussing on engaging
young people and
building self-esteem and
confidence, supported by
the Community Strategic
Plan.
Examples include young
Mosaic tile art
people participating in
The Merredin College
Aboriginal Girls Enhancement project making mosaic tiles for
the community garden and sitting and thinking area, and the
Aboriginal Experience Day.
Aboriginal Experience Day was coordinated by the Shire and the
Narji Narji Aboriginal community at the Recreation Centre and
included a breakfast for community leaders and Aboriginal
Elders with students helping with the cooking and art projects.
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Youth Workers at the Youth Outreach Live Outdoors (YOLO) program

Guided tours on the Yaberoo Budjara trail

COMMENDABLE: City of Cockburn
One of the City of Cockburn’s goals in the Community Strategic
Plan, is to provide a supportive and coordinated approach to
community participation in Council decision making processes
and include children and young people as key stakeholders.
The Children’s Reference Group (CRG) is a significant example,
allowing young people to have input into planning and
development of events, programs and issues of relevance to
them and their families through inventive activities and the
opportunity to express their thoughts and ideas through art,
craft and discussion.
At the Children’s Fiesta, a fun day to celebrate the children of
Cockburn, run by the CRG, a What’s Hot or Not survey asked
what young people like in their community or what changes
they would like to see. Children were also asked to draw ‘what
the City of Cockburn would look like if it was the perfect place
for kids’? These ideas were then considered within future
planning of activities.

Children’s Reference Group Banner
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CHILD HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENT

CLIMATE CHANGE

WINNER: Shire of Kalamunda

WINNER: City of Cockburn

The Shire recognises child health and development as a
priority area under their Community Health and Wellbeing
Plan, and offers a range of different opportunities for young
people to get actively involved in their community and develop
leadership and teamwork skills.

The City has a proactive approach to climate change and has been
engaging its community in issues around protecting the environment
since it joined the Cities for Climate Protection Program in 1999.
Children are encouraged to get involved with a number of innovative,
interactive school holiday workshops. Get Wild About Wetlands takes
children on a series of eco walks, talks and night stalks and The Native
ARC holiday and Cockatoo KIDS Club partnership enables wildlife
education and encounters and promotes caring for native wildlife
in response to impacts of development and climate change. Green
Cleaning shows young people why a greener cleaning regime is so
important and Waterwise and Composting workshops explain the benefits
of composting and how to best care for your garden and planet.

Many novel programs have been implemented which cover
a range of ages. Constable Care theatre-in-education
promoted safety and addressed cyberbullying and addiction
issues; Style Swap promoted positive body image in young
people, partnering with CWA for alterations it also allowed
intergenerational relationships to develop; Youth Arts Fest
had a direct focus on mental health and Inclusive Picnic in
the Park, an outdoor youth session, focussed on inclusion of
people with disabilities.

Clean Up Days enhance community engagement with Hami Hill Home
Open offering suggestions to running a sustainable home on a budget
and many other workshops are available to promote sustainability,
plastic free living and recycling. School recycling competitions,
school planting days and the Adopt a Beach schools partnership
promote positive environmental behaviour and raise awareness of the
importance of protecting our natural surroundings.

Promoting positive body image at Style Swap
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Young people participating in workshops at the CY O’Connor Men’s Shed

Little Green Steps program supports early year’s educators to embed
sustainability and communicate its concepts early in life in their Early
Year’s services.

COMMENDABLE: City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder

COMMENDABLE: Shire of Serpentine-Jarrahdale

The CY O’Connor Men’s Shed program works with five
groups from local schools to support work experience
and educational programs providing an outlet for young
people disconnected from the education system to learn
life skills in a positive environment. The activities and
programs supported by the Men’s Shed enable young
people to challenge the barriers that they face with social
interaction and trust and provides a sense of teamwork and
comradery. The City has a fulltime Coordinator to oversee
the program and ensure all programs align with the City’s
vision contained in the Community Strategic Plan, and best
meet the needs of the participants.

The partnership with ‘Switch Your Thinking’ has proven to be
an excellent strategy to implement climate change initiatives
within the Shire of Serpentine-Jarrahdale.

Children enjoying the wetlands

The Young Reinventor of the Year challenged young people to
upcycle non-compostable items into useful products with the
theme ‘Wearable Waste’. This program educates youth not
only about the waste cycle, but also about how some materials
have a greater environmental footprint than others.
Switched on Schools encourages schools and students to
take environmental action through providing recognition and
celebrating their achievements.

Children working together
to build their sculptures
using recyclable items
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EARLY LITERACY

ENVIRONMENTS PROMOTING
PHYSICAL ACTIVITY

WINNER: Shire of Narrogin

WINNER: Shire of Wagin

The Shire of Narrogin sees the library’s role as a pivotal
provider of community development opportunities for local
children and young people with major building works to
include a gallery space, meeting rooms, a ‘wet area’ activity
area, children’s play space, outside reading section, gardens
and an amphitheatre.

The Shire of Wagin’s young people identified the need for
additional recreation areas in town to better meet their needs.
With assistance from a townscape enhancement grant, a
space was created alongside the existing skate park for
parents to comfortably sit and watch young children skating
while not intruding on the older skaters. A hopscotch area,
totem poles and multi-level logs for children to play on as
well as picnic tables and chairs were installed to make the
skate park more family friendly and suitable for a range
of ages. Trees were also planted for natural shade and to
enhance the appearance of the space.

Youth engagement is encouraged through the principle of
respecting the points of view of individuals and groups which
is outlined in the Community Strategic Plan. The Shire does
this with activities and programs such as Rockets and Orbits
reading rewards, after school science, math workshops and
a writer’s festival with a focus on developing local talent with
writing and publishing workshops.
The Shire also provides an extensive list of activities and
events including Love2Read, National Simultaneous Storytime,
Pizza and Paperbacks and Pyjama Storytime that give children
and their families the opportunity to learn in a variety of
stimulating environments for development.

The diverse range of activities offered at Science Week

The newly revamped space beside the skatepark

COMMENDABLE: Shire of Northam

“Smells like Team Spirit”
competing in Mudfest

The Shire of Northam has a comprehensive Five Year Plan to
develop literacy standards, develop partnerships and provide
up to date tools and facilities to foster early literacy and
lifelong learning. The core value underpinning all aspects of
the Plan is improving literacy, particularly among young and
disadvantaged sectors of the community. The wide range
of programs offered along with the modern, welcoming,
community-oriented facilities promotes social cohesion and
engagement.

COMMENDABLE: Shire of Augusta Margaret River
Several events and activities have been planned by the Youth
Advisory Council (YAC) to promote physical activity within
the Shire of Augusta Margaret River. The most successful
to date has been the Mudfest. A team of over thirty 12-18
year olds worked together, helping each other over the five
kilometre course which involved hurdles, clambering over
shipping containers, crawling under netting and jumping
over tyres. They chose the name, Smells Like Team Spirit
and worked collaboratively to design the costumes. The
YAC has also planned the Bush Survival Camp, hiking in
Mowen Forrest for three days, and several skate clinics and
competitions to keep young people outdoors, active, engaged
and healthy. These events also raise much needed funds for
youth sports including cricket, netball and basketball.

COMMENDABLE: Shire of East Pilbara
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Children choosing books in the library

Despite its size, small population and remoteness, the needs of the
younger population of the Shire of East Pilbara remain a high priority
with the Shire constantly striving for equitable and low cost activities.
Young people were involved in the planning, design and location of
the skate parks in Newman and Marble Bar as well as the activities
and programs run at the recreation centres. Other initiatives included
waiving all entry fees to the Marble Bar pool, offering extended
opening hours and refurbishing the recreation centre including
an indoor slide, ball pit, basketball, IT and art activities. The Shire
conducted an audit of all council owned parks to identify and ensure
the areas were best meeting the needs for residents to enjoy. This
included a ‘young people’ zone with a basketball court, volleyball
court and table tennis activities at the Newman pool. These initiatives
are all covered by the Shire’s Public Health Plan.

The ‘young people’ zone at Newman pool
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HEALTHY AND SAFE FOOD

INJURY PREVENTION
Children completing the obstacle course

WINNER: City of Perth

WINNER: Shire of Yalgoo

The City of Perth’s Public Health and Wellbeing Plan includes
actions for physical activity and nutrition, particularly
educating the community about the benefits of a healthy diet
and creating supportive environments conducive to healthy
eating.

To encourage and normalise the use of helmets in remote
areas the Adopt a Bike Helmet program was implemented
which included an obstacle course run by the local police to
promote road safety. The program is aimed at local families
and encourages all parents and care-givers to actively
promote wearing helmets, for their children’s increased
safety on the roads. Another component of the program
is learning how to fix their bikes when something goes
wrong. The Shire understands that positive encouragement
helps make strong, independent children. On completion,
participants receive a certificate and if they are seen to be
wearing their helmet around town they then go into the draw
to win a bike which is drawn at a popular local event - the
Emu Cup.

The School Holiday Kitchen Garden program which is run
under this Plan, engages children and families of diverse
backgrounds, lifestyles and cultures in socially inclusive
healthy programs which raise awareness of the importance
of sustainably sourced fresh produce and build children’s
capacity and knowledge to choose and prepare healthy food.

Children appreciating the Kitchen Garden Program

Children at the Breakfast Club

COMMENDABLE: Shire of Goomalling

COMMENDABLE: City of Joondalup

The Shire of Goomalling has developed a partnership with
Goomalling Primary School (GPS) to address barriers that affect
children’s learning outcomes and participation, particularly
building relationships with those children who have become
disengaged. While GPS saw clear benefits in the classroom from
the Foodbank School Breakfast program, which gives every student
the opportunity to eat a healthy breakfast, they were unable
to offer the program daily due to budget restraints. The Shire
allocated two staff members which enabled the school to deliver
an additional day of breakfast club per week.

The City of Joondalup has a comprehensive forward plan to
reduce harm through injury, operating various community
safety programs in local areas with the aim to deter crime and
improve local road safety, with interactive learning programs
to encourage appropriate decision making and raise safety
awareness.

A grant received from the Department of Local Government and
Communities has been used to establish a community garden to
involve and educate children and young people in growing healthy,
sustainable and affordable food for families.

Healthy food preparation
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The City supports the Constable Care Child Safety Foundation
to deliver life skills presentations in local primary schools to
provide children with personal safety and decision making
skills. Performances are delivered by professional actors and
are themed to address specific issues including self-respect,
deterring graffiti, bullying prevention, protective behaviours
and cultural awareness.

COMMENDABLE: Shire of Broome
The Shire of Broome has developed the Kimberley Regional Group
Strategy for young people which is a first of its kind policy for WA.
Within the Plan, food is highlighted as one area young people
felt was “a good thing” about living in the Kimberley. As part of
this Strategy, the Shire holds school holiday healthy cooking
workshops with a focus on fun to build local young people’s food
knowledge and awareness of healthy food choices. Partnerships
with external organisations demonstrate the Shire’s commitment
to their community. The Shire also delivers the successful Swim
for Fruit program which has representation from Broome Senior
High School and the Broome Girls Academy.

Constable Care visiting the City
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NATURE PLAY

PLANNING HEALTHY COMMUNITIES
FOR CHILDREN

WINNER: City of Armadale

WINNER: Shire of Collie

The City of Armadale’s Future Directions Policy has been built
around four pillars, one of which is Enhanced Natural and
Built Environment and the impact on the quality of life for
residents.

The Shire of Collie’s Super Town project has taken into
account the needs and predicted growth of the community,
recognising the need to plan for facilities that attract and
retain young people with different areas for children and
young people to interact.

The City has a range of volunteer land, bush and stream
care groups that actively engage with school and community
groups in planting and weed removal programs which also
provide education and nature play opportunities for children
within their local environment.

Central Park has been created with multiple areas for a
variety of family activities including nature play, water play,
swings and large grassed areas with free WIFI. The addition
of a grassed amphitheatre, pop up cafes and the first
youth concert will further promote an engaged and vibrant
community.

Nature play areas have been introduced throughout the City
to promote greater appreciation of the local habitat and
to contribute to a sense of place and grounding in nature.
Settlers Common walking trails in Bedfordale have been
recognised by Nature Play WA with interpretive signage, a
nature play zone, shaded resting places and Geocaches.

Water play at Central Park

Volunteers involved in tree planting

Weeding at Poison Gully

COMMENDABLE: Eastern Metropolitan
Regional Council WA (EMRC)
The EMRC has a strong and successful suite of
environmental management programs, which aim to
enhance and protect the bushland, biodiversity, wetlands,
rivers and streams within Perth’s Eastern Region.
Bush Skills 4 Youth aims to build on the success of
the Bush Skills for the Hills program to recruit future
environmental volunteers, and also provide children with
an opportunity to get outside and develop an awareness,
appreciation and skills to preserve their local natural
environment.

COMMENDABLE: Town of Victoria Park
A Playground Asset Management Strategy is being developed to
address the expected population growth of the Town of Victoria
Park over the next 20 years and plan for the future needs of
the children. Planning for the development of Rayment Park
has included significant public consultation to incorporate
the wishes of the local community into the final design. The
parkland will be enhanced with junior and senior playgrounds,
a nature play area, barbeques and understorey planting.

Programs include bush walks, water monitoring, native
flora and fauna photography and drawing and planting
days.
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Rayment Park
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PROMOTING HEALTHY BEHAVIOURS

WINNER: City of Cockburn

WINNER: Shire of Collie

The City of Cockburn has an innovative forward plan and its
focus on promoting alcohol and drug free events is a good
foundation for creating healthy environments for children and
young people.

The Neath Park Bicycle Skills Challenge Course was developed
by the Shire of Collie to provide a safe environment for young
riders to gain the expertise and confidence to increase their
level of safety when riding on roads, assisting with speed
control, balance and hand eye coordination. The park caters
for families as well as providing a place for the young people
of Collie to engage in challenging and interesting activities
while socialising with their peers and learning valuable new
skills.

Residents of the City were invited to increase their knowledge
of behaviours relating to healthy eating, physical activity
and to motivate behaviour change by placing a Co-Health
Healthy Checklist fridge magnet where they could see it every
day and challenge themselves to see how many ticks they
could accomplish. The healthy checklist and pledge gives
tangible goals and support to achieve positive health changes.
Pledgers were signed up at community events and shopping
centres and were invited to spin a prize wheel to win a
range of small prizes relating to healthy behaviours such as
resistance bands, hand weight, herb seeds, recipe books and
tape measures.

A bicycle skills challenge fun day was held during the school
holidays with unstructured races and bicycle and helmet
checks ending with a nutritious snack which the participants
helped to prepare and cook.

The Neath Park Bicycle Skills Challenge Course

The Co-Health Healthy Checklist fridge magnet

COMMENDABLE: City of Wanneroo

COMMENDABLE: City of Armadale

The City of Wanneroo has an Early Childhood Strategy and Public
Health Plan to provide the framework to improve the health and
wellbeing of the youngest members of the community with a
focus on increasing community understanding and development
opportunities throughout the City.

The City of Armadale prides itself on providing a local
environment that enhances community health and wellbeing
and identified the implementation of connected footpaths and
cycle ways as a strategy to promote active transport in the
community.

The City continued its partnership with the State funded Your
Move project with extremely positive results and implemented a
number of programs for young people highlighting sexual health,
personal wellbeing and anti-bullying. The Youth Services Team
hosted film making workshops as a means to understanding
the perspectives of young people and what they believe is a safe
community.

Initiatives included Ride to School Day Active Breakfast
promoting safety and active transport options and a Walk
Safely to School Forum discussing alternative active transport
choices, barriers and opportunities to change. Movies by bike,
blender bikes, obstacle courses and a visit from The Bike
Doctor were some of the fun and interactive activities offered
at Bike Week to promote bike safety while encouraging active
transport.

The Fun Food Program

YSpeak session – giving a voice
to the young people living in the
City of Wanneroo

COMMENDABLE: City of Armadale
The City of Armadale shows commitment to promoting healthy
behaviours, by endeavouring to provide an environment that
enhances community health and wellbeing through its Public
Health Plan. As part of this Plan, local sporting clubs were
invited to participate in a pilot program to promote healthy food
and drink options in club canteens, promote water over sugary
drinks and to reduce the number of ‘red’ category foods for sale,
to encourage clubs to audit and rework their canteen menus.
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The Fun Food program and community gardens continue to
enjoy great success, improving the skills and food knowledge
of at risk students with grants to local schools supporting the
School Breakfast program to ensure all children start their day
with a healthy, nutritious meal.

Movies by Bike
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SHADE IN PUBLIC PLACES

SMOKE FREE ENVIRONMENTS
The ‘Smoke free Police’

Froggy’s on the Green held
under natural shade

WINNER: City of Cockburn

WINNER: City of Perth

The City of Cockburn has a specific Playground Strategy and
has implemented a number of new shade sails at Brandwood
Reserve, Cheshunt Park, Dubove Park, Evelyn Massey,
Peregrine Park and Tempest Park and prioritises improving
the appearance of streetscapes with trees suitable for shade.

A key City local law is the Thoroughfares and Public Places
Local Law 2007 which legislates a smoking ban in pedestrian
malls within the Perth city centre. Smoking bans were
launched, with a six month education and awareness
campaign to promote the smoke free zones with rangers then
issuing $100 infringements for non-compliance. The large
reduction in second hand smoke allows the wider Perth public
to enjoy a smoke free experience when visiting the city centre
with an approximate 90% compliance rate shown since the
law was introduced.

The Shade Sails Strategy directs installation of shade sails and
tree planting around playgrounds and children’s activities
are held under trees and sunscreen is provided. All event
staff model Sunsmart behaviour wearing hats, sunscreen and
appropriate clothing.

Spectator shade sails at Bold
Park Aquatic Centre

COMMENDABLE: Town of Cambridge

Enjoying the fresh air in Margaret
Rivers smoke free main street

The Shire of Augusta Margaret River is guided by the
Tobacco Control Act. Actions under this Act have included the
installation of no smoking near signs playground equipment
or on the beaches between the flags. The Shire also looks for
various opportunities to encourage smoke free environments
for all events for young people. All Shire facilities are smoke
free which include the skate park areas and all facilities for
children and young people.
Margaret River’s main street is promoted as a smoke free
zone as part of a Council-led initiative and policy to make
the centre of town a healthy place to work and visit. Signs
have been placed on bins along the main street and ashtrays
removed encouraging people to refrain from lighting up.
Although it is not an enforceable local law, it is a strong public
health statement about making healthy choices, avoiding
harmful behaviours and being mindful of others.

The Town of Cambridge has a five year Playground Shade
Provision program with a budget and plans for new shade
areas for the Town’s local parks. The Town will be adding
three new shade structures to the existing 41 located in the
community, which will include extensive shade areas in
the spectator area, pool and playground in the $12 million
redevelopment of Bold Park Aquatic Centre.

COMMENDABLE: City of Armadale

COMMENDABLE: City of Kwinana

The City of Armadale’s Urban Forest Strategy encompasses
Liveable Neighbourhoods which focuses on the holistic social,
health, economic and environmental benefits of maintaining
nature in an urban landscape. Shade is implemented and
maintained through a range of strategies including street
scaping, tree planting, shaded seating at sports grounds and
playgrounds with shaded areas offered at community events.

The City of Kwinana recognises the damages associated with second
hand smoke, along with the costs associated with fires and litter
from discarded cigarette butts and packaging. As a result the City is
currently drafting a Smoke free Kwinana policy to provide a healthier
environment for all residents and visitors. The City also has a Healthy
Lifestyles Plan that integrates smoke free environments.
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Piara Waters

COMMENDABLE: Shire of Augusta Margaret River

All Live! events are drug, alcohol and smoke free, reiterated via
announcements during the events and the use of smoke free signage
on the day. All sporting facilities have smoke free signage and buttout bins with the City continually exploring new ways to reinforce
smoke free messages to children and young people.

Pirates Adventure show
at the Hip to be in the
Square Fun Day
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YOUNG PEOPLE MAKING A
DIFFERENCE IN COMMUNITIES

WINNER: City of Canning

COMMENDABLE: City of Gosnells

The City of Canning’s Youth and Family Services team present
a range of programs and activities for children and young
people with young people actively encouraged to participate in
the planning of youth events including the Youth Development
Holiday program.

To address the City of Gosnell’s Business Plan’s key
objective which is to ‘Facilitate programs and initiatives
that enable young people to give a positive contribution
to their community’, the City ran a ‘Have a Say’ event
to identify and address issues and needs in the local
community. One strategy involved the Skate Park
Advisory Group (SPAG) focusing on the social and cultural
needs of the City’s skate parks. The City also has a
dedicated Officer who works with SPAG to develop and
achieve eight actions to make the skate parks a safe and
vibrant place for all users.

The City held a youth twilight event It Starts With Us in
partnership with Fusion Australia as part of National Youth
Week. The event encouraged community participation
through exciting activities especially tailored to young people,
breaking down barriers and celebrating young people’s
achievements in the community. Approximately 125 young
people attended with the mechanical bucking bull, game vault
and the climbing wall the most popular activities.

The group meet each month and organise the Roll On
Skate Park Series consisting of over 35 events and
programs, an annual skate camp, a youth week event
and have a new 8 metre long mobile youth skate trailer
currently under construction.

OVERALL WINNER: City of Cockburn

REGIONAL AWARD: Shire of Collie

Young people enjoy the activities
on offer at the Lynwood Youth
Twilight Event “It Starts With Us”

Gosnells Skate Park, suitable for
all ages and experience levels

WINNER: City of Rockingham
The City of Rockingham is proud to work alongside the
Rockingham Youth Advisory Council (RYAC) to deliver an
annual Youth Festival. The RYAC wanted to see young people
actively involved in delivering an element of this event and the
City supported the group to host the Let’s Taco ‘Bout It evening
during National Youth Week.
The RYAC invited young people across the City to submit an
idea that would activate part of the festival. Four local young
people came forward and were given four minutes to present
their ideas to an audience of interested young people in the
community. Over a meal of tacos, the audience voted on the
idea they liked the best. The young person with the most
votes then won $5000 in funding towards her idea becoming a
reality at the street festival.
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2016 AWARDS CEREMONY
The 2016 Children’s Environment and Health Local
Government Report Card Project award ceremony was held
on Friday 9th December 2016 to celebrate and congratulate
the commendable and winning Local Government of each
category. A total of 21 commendations and 16 category winners
were presented.
The 2016 awards ceremony marked the sixth edition of the
project with 26 Local Governments participating, including 10
Local Governments contributing for the first time. A total of 52
Local Governments have been involved in the project since its
inception in 2011.
The winner of the Regional Award for overall performance
was awarded to the Shire of Collie. The award recognises
the Shire’s excellence in implementing policy and programs
influenced by consultation with children from their
community. The Shire of Collie was announced as the winner
in the Road and Active Transport category and Planning
Healthy Communities for Children category. These awards
acknowledged the implementation of the Neath Park Bicycle
Skills Challenge Course and the Super Town project addressing
the need for environments which attract young people and
families to interact in engaging and safe spaces.
The ‘Overall WA’ winner was the City of Cockburn. This award
acknowledges the Local Government which has achieved the
highest grades across all or the majority of the Report Card
categories. The City of Cockburn was recognised for their
achievement in winning the categories of Climate Change,
Promoting Healthy Behaviours and Shade in Public Spaces.
Their strategies such as; Get Wild About Wetlands, Green
Cleaning, Waterwise and Composting Workshops, Cleanup Days,
the Little Green Steps program, Co-Health Healthy Checklist and
The Shade Sails Strategy demonstrate the extensive work that
the city is undertaking in order to improve child health through
changes to their environments. The City was also awarded
a commendable achievement in the Children’s Consultation
category for their development of a Children’s Reference Group
(CRG) allowing young people to express their thoughts and
ideas through arts, crafts and discussion.

Best of WA Winner – City of Cockburn

City of Armadale

Shire of Collie

Best Regional Winner – Shire of Collie

City of Canning

Shire of Kalamunda

City of Cockburn

City of Kwinana

“PHAIWA would like to
congratulate the 2016 overall
winners, commendable
strategy winners and
valued participants.”

22

23

City of Perth

Shire of Wagin

Shire of Narrogin

City of Wanneroo

Shire of Rockingham

Shire of Yalgoo
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If your local government area would like the opportunity to be
involved and acknowledged as a leader in local government
strategy, planning and development, please contact PHAIWA
on 9266 2489 or email lg-reportcard@curtin.edu.au
For more information on The Children’s Environment and
Health Local Government Report Card Project and to access
previous showcase reports, please visit www.phaiwa.org.au
We encourage and invite all Western Australian local
government areas to participate.

